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| After 1918, Transylvania He married my

was united with : =
§|Romania. My father got a gm_ﬂ_ : mother Jolan Klein in

£ job as a teacher in Targu
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On Chanukkah we used to light
candles and play with the dreidel.
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1940, things started to change for Jews. I heard about the horrors in Germany |

.; Land Poland on the radio. We, however, thought that nothing could happen to us.  §
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Romania'was
forced to givethe
NW of Transylvania
especially my
mother who had
never learned to
speak proper
Romanian.

to Hungary. We
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" But something had changed for the worse. Some

young people started to assault Jews on the streets.
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"I could only go to school because my father had beght in the'mAustro-Hurigarian
army during WWI. However, most of the Jewish children were not allowed to
attend school any longer. Schools in Targu Mures only accepted 6% Jewish

students — but there were many more. Some teachers were anti-Semitic.

leave in
Palestine?




= My brother graduated from hlgh school but bemg aJ ewW,
was not accepted into any university. In 1943, he was
taken to forced labor to Polotavia.

R

j [cwaseleasea by the Hungarlans In 1944 only to be taken prisoner by th 7
\ Ru351ans He d1ed of typhus in FebruaIy 1945. =7




in Targu Mures in &

March 1944 and §

spread the news that &
Jews would be sent |
to work in

agriculture in

“ Transdanubia.

| never thought about

hiding or fleeing to
- Romania.




Hungarian gendarmes
took us to the ghetto,
which was organized

in a brick factory. We

stayed there for three
weeks without any
. food other than what
we recerved from
~ acquaintances through
the fences.
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e 8 Then we were taken to the train
station and put on cattle-cars. We
were transported for four days on
this train, without any food, to an
unknown destination.







The doors were opened and we had to descend quickly. Men and women were separated.
It was the last time [ saw my father. We had no time to properly say d-byes.
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Immediately after that the first selection took place. Women with small children:

~ and old women were separated from those who could work and sent to the
showers. At that time I did not know that the showers were gas chambers.
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Theresienstadt

was liberated by
the Russians.

(Terenzin) by the!
Nazis. In 1945, I*
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When I got back to Targu Mures, there were many people
living in our house. Our furniture was gone. I hardly found a
room. [ ate at the Hebrew community, where | was getting
free meals. /V |
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| 1 had to look for a jOb because I had no
| money I was hired as a cashier in a
Jew1sh shop, because Jewish shops
were startlng to appear again. But in
1948 all private businesses were
nationalized and the store was
qonﬁ by the state
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'~ Some people emigrated. But I dld not.
want to emlgrate because I Was . SO |
immature. [ was 18 and [ was happy
that the war was over.. . And we were
told how perfect soc1ahsm Would be.
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| [ xesis o f M LI | newspapers to us. But I did not join
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in the courtyard. = ==

We had our civil = [ —=F | LW
wedding first. Then a — = ‘
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== Celebrating august 23rd (the
__{y~day when the Communist
> Party came to power in
Romania) was very

¥ important, at least for the -
Z __ Communists. [ was forced to
participate in demonstrations,

'speeches, parades during

_which we stood for hours.




|| There were many bad things. You were afraid

== to talk freely. Anyone could be an informant — T —=
== —for-State Security. Yet people hstened to the"""‘" Mf"f" - _—
= radio Voice of America and Radio Free |E=| -

ifi:%; Europe In the 80s Ceausescu began = |

= ratlonahzmg I had no gas, heat, electricity. |E=|

E Thmgs of strict necessity began to dlsappear :

“food, soap, toiket paper. | 1
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But there were good things, too.
bathroom when I was a kid? And
there were cheap vacations

SO\ Apartments were built. They were
modern... How many houses had a
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' permission to go abroad, to *
We traveled everywhere
with our Dacia and a tent
because it was cheaper.
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Q " In the late 60s T got ‘

“ other communist countries. s

POLAND, 1975
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and | have two
< girls. After I gave
birth, I had to get back
to work. I had the
M, advantage to be free
2\ for two hours, at noon,
\ @ to breastfeed. And
Tl | % while I fed the child, 1
P N\ read. It was the only
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\\ in a 51tuat10n where the other children would talk about 1t and

\\ they would have nothmg to say, because the little angel dldn t
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Of the Jewish holidays we only observed Rosh Hashanah,
" Yom Klppur and Pesach. I always made a Christmas tree for
my children. I didn’t want to disappoint them by putting them

~come to brlng them presents. |, ; L
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In the 50s everyone wanted to emigrate to Israel. —-
- We submitted the documents required for | '; |
emigration as well, but we did not receive the
‘approval to go. After that we did not tried to leave
anymore. There were some who kept trying. =~ &
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‘J }Jl \\ [/ |1 They sold everything they | -
.‘.;.-',,i;t!;,wgz; 4 '\ had but did not receive the |
ﬂ'j il,) T approval andlivedin |
f({/h‘ | ——=— " terrible conditions until _
Wy ————— they managed to leave.
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90s, affer the girls emigrated, I became closer to the

% Community. |
ula often went there to help. Jewishness began to be part of our lives.
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Possible didactic activities

The activity will take place in a classroom where there are at least four computers connected to the Internet.

1. After reading the material, the class is divided into four groups. Groups will seek information on the Internet (or other bibliographic
sources) about the following topics:

Group 1: History of Transylvania between 1867 and 1947

Group 2: History of the Jews in Austria-Hungary and Transylvania (1867-1918)
Group 3: Death Camp of Auschwitz

Group 4: Jewish Holocaust in Hungary

Group 5: History of Communist Romania (1945-1989)

After researching these topics, one student from each group will present the discovered information to the class. The use of images, maps and
photos is recommended.

2. After reading the material, the students will respond to the following questions:

How can Eva’s childhood be characterized? What are the things that she remembers about her childhood? Who are Eva’s parents? Which culture
do they belong to, the Romanian or the Hungarian one? Why do you think that?

What changes take place in Jewish life in Targu Mures after NW Transylvania was annexed to Hungary? What happens to Eve's brother? Do
you think that the anti-Jewish measures taken by the Hungarian are justifiable? How did people react to these changes?

Who is responsible for the deportation of Jews from Transylvania? What are the stages of deportation? Where are the Jews of Transylvania sent?
What happens there? How did they react once they arrived in Auschwitz? How does Eva try to take care of her mother?

How do the Jews imprisoned in Nazi camps try to resist? What happens when Eva returns home? Is there a "home™ for Eva? What do you think
about the fact that after losing her family, Eva loses the house, too? Why and by whom do you think the house was taken away?



What are the problems that people in communist Romania face? How would you describe this life? What are the ways in which people relax
during the Communist era? What are the milestones of Jewish life in Communist Romania? Would you choose to emigrate? Have you been to a
synagogue? How does the relation between Eva Deutsch and the Hebrew community evolve? What do you think of the fact that the Deutsch
family celebrated Christmas?

3. After reading the material students will have to think about the following (and write down their thoughts):
You are a journalist and want to ask Eva some questions. What questions would you ask? Imagine the possible answers, too.

You are a journalists and want to ask the gendarmes who have deported the Hungarian Jews of Targu Mures some questions. What questions do
you ask? Imagine the possible answers, too.

You are a journalists and want to ask Nazi soldiers in Auschwitz a few questions. What questions would you ask? Imagine the possible answers,
too.

You are a journalists and want to ask the prisoners who have sabotaged the weapons factory some questions. What questions would you ask?
Imagine the possible answers, too.

You are a journalists and want to ask Eva Deutsch’s daughters about their life in Communist Romania, in a family of Holocaust survivors. What
guestions would you ask? Imagine the possible answers, too.



